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The policy of Dutch government regarding asylum seekers is aimed towards a rapid handling of the request for asylum. If the request is granted, it is obligatory for the asylum seeker to attend an intensive naturalization course.

He learns the Dutch language and takes part in a course which is focussed on cultural and social knowledge and prevailing values en rules of Dutch society. At the end of this course the asyslum seeker takes a naturalization and a language exam. If he passes both exams, he receives a Dutch passport.

If his asylum request is not honoured, immediate preparations are made geared towards a rapid return to the country of origin or migration to another country. Our project is part of this process, a so-called “return project”.

Our target group mainly consists of minor asylum seekers. They are allowed to stay in The Netherlands until their 18th birthday. After their 18th birthday all provisions are ended: no more payment, no more housing facilities and, as a result of these measures taken, often no more food. The result of this policy is that these young people often end up in the illegal circuit and chances are big that they are forced to turn to criminal activities. However, in the past few years local government have been resisting the national policy which is considered too harsh. In many counties and towns local government is initiating projects, providing the 18+ asylum seekers with small payments and housing and training. This is done under the strict conditions that the participants cooperate in the procedure of returning to their home country.

Training is geared at acquiring professional skills which enlarge the chance of work in the country of origin. Participants can attend various courses, learning to become for example electrician, house-painter, mason, carpenter or administrative assistant.

Next to professional skills they are also taught computer skills: Windows, Word, Excel, Power Point, Access and Internet. The rejected asylum seekers from Angola take lessons in Portuguese. All participants take lessons in English. All these acquired qualifications may offer them an advantage after they have returned to their home country.

In the course which we call “Orientations towards your Future” the participant draws up a remigration-plan, with the help of his teacher he analyses and determines his competences and is offered tools with which he can determine his personal entrepreneurial skills. If a module/course is finished successfully, he receives a certificate in Dutch and English.

Unfortunately, we do not always succeed convincing our young participants that return to their country might be the best option. Incidentally we are kept informed by participants after they have returned to their home country but more often than not we do not know whether they have actually returned or whether they have decided to stay in the Netherlands illegally. In that case, we are especially worried about the female participants, young and vulnerable.

